a & oer aa IN il , (STATES. 


oe ae Shekel vias ve MUCHIGAT 


HEARING _ N00M 


SUBCOMMITTEE TO INVESTIGATE THE 
ADMINISTRATION OF THE INTERNAL SECURITY 
ACT AND OTHER INTERNAL SECURITY LAWS 


OF THE 


COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY 
UNITED STATES SENATE 


EIGHTY-FIFTH CONGRESS 
FIRST SESSION 
ON 


SCOPE OF SOVIET ACTIVITY IN THE 
UNITED STATES 
JULY 25, 1957 


PART 75 


Printed for the use of the Committee on the Judiciary 


os 


UNITED STATES 
GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE 
WASHINGTON : 1958 











UNT 


COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY 
JAMES O. EASTLAND, Mississippi, Chairman 


ESTES KEFAUVER, Tennessee ALEXANDER WILEY, Wisconsin 

OLIN D. JOHNSTON, South Carolina WILLIAM LANGER, North Dakota 
THOMAS C,. HENNINGS, Jr., Missouri WILLIAM E. JENNER, Indiana 

JOHN L. McCLELLAN, Arkansas ARTHUR V. WATKINS, Utah 

JOSEPH C. O’MAHONEY, Wyoming EVERETT McKINLEY DIRKSEN, Illinois 
MATTHEW M. NEELY, West Virginia JOHN MARSHALL BUTLER, Maryland 
8AM J. ERVIN, JR., North Carolina ROMAN L. HRUSKA, Nebraska 


SvuBCOMMITTEE To INVESTIGATE THE ADMINISTRATION OF THE INTERNAL SECURITY 
Act AND OTHER INTERNAL Security Laws 


JAMES O. EASTLAND, Mississippi, Chairman 


OLIN D. JOHNSTON, South Carolina WILLIAM E. JENNER, Indiana 

JOHN L. McCLELLAN, Arkansas ARTHUR V. WATKINS, Utah 

SAM J. ERVIN, Jr., North Carolina JOHN MARSHALL BUTLER, Maryland 
MATTHEW M. NEELY, West Virginia ROMAN L. HRUSKA, Nebraska 


ROBERT Morris, Chief Counsel 
J. G. SOURWINE, Associate Counsel 
WriuaM A. RusseEr, Associate Counsel 
BENJAMIN MANDREL, Director of Research 


II 


DEPSS)t*-% Ay THE 


UNIT “AERA 
CONTENTS 
Testimony of— Page 
iS a eek ee eacenedehacmee 4483 
nt em emmamaibian nie 4467 








SCOPE OF SOVIET ACTIVITY IN THE UNITED STATES 


THURSDAY, JULY 25, 1957 


Unrrep Srates SENATE, 
SuscoMMITTEE To INVESTIGATE THE 
ADMINISTRATION OF THE INTERNAL Security Acr 
AND OrHer INTERNAL Securiry Laws, or THE 
COMMITTEE ON THE J UDICIARY, 
Washington, D. C. 

The subcommittee met, pursuant to call, at 10: 15 a. m., in room 457, 
Senate Office Building, Senator Roman L. Hruska presiding. 

Also “bean Robert Morris, chief counsel; Benjamin Mandel, re- 
search director; and Frank W. Schroeder, chief investigator. 

Mr. Morris. Mr. Herman Erwin Thomas? 

Senator Hruska. The committee will come to order. Call the first 
witness. 

Will you be sworn, please, sir? Do you solemnly swear that the 
testimony which you are about to give will be the truth, the whole 
truth and nothing but the truth, so help you God ? 

Mr. THomas. I do. 


TESTIMONY OF HERMAN ERWIN THOMAS 


Mr. Morris. Will you give your full name and address to the re- 
porter ? 

Mr. Tuomas. Herman Erwin Thomas. I live in Allentown, Pa. 

Mr. Morris. And what is your business or profession ? 

Mr. Tuomas. I am in the wholesale frozen food business. 

Mr. Morris. Where were you born, Mr. Thomas? 

Mr. Tuomas. In Philadelphia, Pa. 

Mr. Morris. And when did you first become involved in any way 
with the Communist Party of the United States? 

Mr. Tuomas. In 1937. 

Mr. Morris. Will you tell us the circumstances of that association ! 

Mr. Tuomas. Surely. In 1937 I was a driver-salesman for a bot- 
tling company and the owner of this company at that time was a 
member of the Communist Party, and upon persuasion of him and 
several of his friends, I joined the Communist Party. I remained in 
the party until the latter part of 1939 when I began to see what the 
party really was, that it wasn’t the champion of the working class. 

Mr. Morris. And then you left the Communist Party. 

Mr. Tuomas. In the latter part of 1939. 

Mr. Morris. And then you had no further association in the Com- 
munist Party during the subsequent years. 

Mr. THomas. No; in January of 1944 I was——— 
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Mr. Morris. Between 1939 and 1944 you had no connection with 
the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Tuomas. That’s correct. 

Mr. Morris. What happened in 1944? 

Mr. Tuomas. In January of 1944 I was approached by two agents 
of the Federal Bureau of Investigation and they said they had:known 
of my affiliation with the Communist Party and that I broken with 
the party and asked if I wouldn’t help the Government in working 
for the FBI as an undercover agent. 

Mr. Morris. And did you do that? 

Mr. THomas. Yes, sir;I did. 

Mr. Morris. And you became a member of the Communist Party at 
their suggestion ? 

Mr. THomas. Yes, in April of 1944. 

Mr. Morris. And how long did you remain in the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Tuomas. Until May 6, 1954, when I testified in the Smith Act 
trial in Philadelphia. 

Mr. Morris. And of course from that time on, your association with 
the Communist Party was naturally terminated ? 

Mr. Tuomas. Most definitely. 

Mr. Morris. While you were a Communist, Mr. Thomas, generally 
what section of the party did you work with? 

Mr. Tuomas. The Lehigh Valley section of the Communist Party. 
‘i Mr. Moers, What was the Lehigh Valley section of the Communist 

arty ¢ 

Mr. Tuomas. That took in Allentown, Bethlehem, Easton and 
Bucks County, Quakertown, Doylestown, New Hope, that section. 

Mr. Morris. And what positions did you hold in the Lehigh Valley 
section ? 

Mr. Tuomas. Well, I was financial secretary of the party. I was 
president-director ; for a time I was literature director, a member of 
the district steel commission. I was on the section committee, on the 
section secretariat. I held numerous positions in the party. 

Mr. Morris. Generally, since you held all those positions with the 
Lehigh Valley section of the Communist Party, I wonder if you could 
tell us what the general strength in the party was, at least during 
the period that you held those positions. I understand after you left 
the party in 1954 you could not qualify to testify about that period, but 
while you were the treasurer and held all these other offices what was 
the strength 

Mr. Tuomas. The greatest strength of the party at one time was 
about 174 or 175 members in the Lehigh Valley section. 

Mr. Morris. And that was declining at the time you left the party; 
is that right ? 

Mr. Tuomas. Oh, yes. After the arrest of the leaders in New York, 
2 guess it was around 1949, the membership in the party started to 

windle. 

Mr. Morris. And what was it when you left in 1940? 

Mr. Tuomas. I would say around 40 in the Lehigh Valley. 

Mr. Morris. The Lehigh Valley section ? 

Mr. Tuomas. That’s right. 

Mr. Morris. Could you generally tell us what was the concentra- 
tion industrywise of the 176 members of the Communist Party in 
the Lehigh Valley section ? 
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Mr. Tuomas. Steel was the main concentration, the Bethlehem Steel 
plant at Bethlehem, Pa. 

Mr. Morris. Did you participate in any of the steel commission 
work of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Tuomas. Yes; as I stated before, I was a member of the dis- 
trict steel commission. I also was associated for a time with one of 
the steel clubs in Bethlehem. I, along with the section organizer, 
worked very closely in steel among the steelworkers. 

Mr. Morris. Who were the other members of the steel commis- 
sion of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Tuomas. I might say, first, Charles Spencer, who, as the sec- 
tion organizer, was one of the first members of the steel commission 
from the Lehigh Valley area. 

Mr. Morris. Where did the steel commission meet ? 

Mr. Tuomas. Most of our meetings were held in Philadelphia. 

Mr. Morris. And how many members of this commission were 
there ¢ 

Mr. Tuomas. Well, there were about 12 to 14 members would at- 
tend the meetings that I attended. 

Mr. Morris. And who were they generally? You said Spencer 
was one. 

Mr. THomas. Charlie Spencer, William Hood. 

Mr. Morris. Who represented Bethlehem Steel, by the way? 

Mr. Tuomas. William Hood represented Bethlehem Steel and then 
there was a fellow by the name of Bill Crawford who represented 
Baldwin Locomotive Works. 

Mr. Morris. Where was Baldwin Locomotive Works located ? 

Mr. Tuomas. I think it is near Chester, Pa., Spring City or Eddy- 
stone ; somewhere in that vicinity. 

Mr. Morris. What other steelworkers were represented there ? 

Mr. Tuomas. There was the Lackawanna plant of the Bethlehem 
Steel, the Bethlehem Steel plant at Bethlehem, the Lukens Steel of 
Coatesville, and the Baldwin Locomotive Works. 

Mr. Morris. And the workers who were organized by the Com- 
munist Party in all of these various steel plants—— 

Mr. Tuomas. That’s correct. 

Mr. Morris. Had representatives at the steel commission ? 

Mr. Tuomas. That’s right. 

Mr. Morris. And the commission itself was made up of between 12 
and 15 members ? 

Mr. Tuomas. That’s correct. 

Mr. Morris. Who for instance represented Lukens Steel at these 
meetings ? 

Mr. Tuomas. At one time there was a fellow by the name of Gillespie 
who represented the Communist Party at Lukens Steel. 

Mr. Morris. What was his first name? 

Mr. Tuomas. I don’t recall his first name. 

Mr. Morris. You say Crawford was a representative of Baldwin 
Locomotives ? 

Mr. Tuomas. Bill Crawford. 

Mr. Morris. And William Hood? 

Mr. Tuomas. Bethlehem Steel. 

Mr. Morris. And how about yourself, who did you represent ? 
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Mr. Tuomas. Bethlehem Steel at Bethlehem. 

Mr. Morris. What were you doing at that time? 

Mr. Tuomas. For a time I had worked at Bethlehem Steel. 

Mr. Morris. And because you had, you represented—— 

Mr. Tuomas. I represented the Communist Party workers at Beth- 
lehem Steel. 

Mr. Morris. How many Communist Party workers at Bethlehem 
Steel did you represent ¢ 

Mr. Tuomas. At one time we had about 17 members at Bethlehem 
Steel. 

Mr. Morris. That was the strongest concentration in that? 

Mr. Tuomas. I think so. 

Mr. Morris. In 1954 had that declined ? 

Mr. Tuomas. Oh, greatly. 

Mr. Morris. How many were there to your recollection in 1954? 

Mr. Tuomas. I would say about a half, about 7 or 8. 

Mr. Morris. Were you working at Bethlehem Steel at the time they 
had a strike during the Korean war? 

Mr. Tuomas. No; I wasn’t working at Bethlehem Steel at that time. 

Mr. Morris. Did you have anything to do with the strike? 

Mr. Tuomas. Yes. I was instructed by Charles Spencer—no, 
William Hood was our section organizer at that time, that we should 
contact the members we had in steel and try to tell them to stay out, 
that they could get better conditions, but. to my knowledge his was a 
camouflage because, in 1945, during World War II, there was all-out 
production as far as the Communist Party was concerned because that 
was a people’s war, World War II, but during the Korean war we 
tried to slow down production wherever possible, and also tried to 
maintain the strike as long as we could. 

mat ptopnte. Was that true about this particular Bethlehem Steel 
strike { 

Mr. Tuomas. That is correct. 

_Mr. Mounts. When was this Bethlehem Steel strike you are refer- 
ring tof 

Mr. Tuomas. I think it was around 1951 or 1952. I am not sure 
of the exact date. 

Mr. Morris. And could you tell us specifically then how the Com- 
ae Party tried to prolong the 1951 and 1952 Bethlehem Steel 
strike ? 

Mr. Tuomas. We told our party members and party sympathizers 
to try to talk to the fellows on the picket line that they could get better 
working conditions and they shouldn’t submit to the demands of the 
union and the steel company. 

Mr. Morrts. Who did this? What was the representation of the 
Communists in Bethlehem Steel at that time ? 

Mr. Toomas. In 1951? I would say there were about 12. 

Mr. Morris. Twelve. 

Mr. Tuomas. That’s right, out of the original 17. 

Mr. Morris. Well, assume they participated ? 

Mr. Tuomas. They did. 

Mr. Morris. Did any outside Communist force try to amplfy the 
work they were doing ? 

Mr. Tromas. The only thing I know is that I only contacted the 
Communist Party members that were working at Steel and giving 
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them the instructions that were given me by the section organizer 
of the Communist Party. 

Mr. Morris. And these instructions were that they were to prolong 
the strike ¢ 

Mr. Tuomas. That’s correct. 

Mr. Morris. And the reason for prolonging the strike is they 
wanted to slow up defense production during the Korean war? 

Mr. Tuomas. That’s correct. 

Mr. Morris. Did that Communist Party obstructionist thinking as 
you have just described it, did that manifest itself in any other things 
you did for the Communist Party or in any other things that you did 
as an individual ? 

Mr. Tuomas. I might say that during the Korean war there was 
a meeting of the section secretariat. At that time William Hood and 
William Power and myself were members of that section secretariat, 
and about half past 12, past midnight, I asked to be excused and told 
them that I had to go airplane spotting. I belonged to the Ground 
Observer Corps at that time. William Piste says to me “You mean 
to tell me that you are helping the Korean war effort by spotting air- 
aa that in case a Soviet plane would come over here you would 
1ave to report it?” He says, “You know you could be kicked out of 
the party for this.” 

Well, I said, “All I know is that. in World War LI, I was an air- 
plane spotter.” They said, “Well, that was a different situation. 
World War II was a people’s war. This war here is an Imperialist’s 
War.” 

Mr. Morris. Did that show up in anything else, buying defense 
bonds or anything like that ? 

Mr. Tuomas. Oh, yes; well, the Communists were instructed not to 
buy defense bends because of that fact that it helped the Korean war 
effort. In fact we did have one member spelled from the party 
because he continuously bought defense bonds, 

Mr. Morris. Can you recall who he was? 

Mr. Tuomas. Yes; Morris Klein. 

K-l-e-i-n. That’s right. 

Mr. Morris. Has he gone back in the party again ? 

Mr. Tuomas. I wouldn’t know. 

Mr. Morris. Generally, could you tell us about the strength of the 
Communist Party in the city of Philadelphia itself ? 

This Lehigh Valley section, you say the peak membership was 176. 

Mr. Tuomas. 174 or 175, 

Mr. Morris. By the middle of 1954 it had reduced to about 40. 

Mr. Tuomas. That’s correct. 

Mr. Morris. What was the general strength of the Communist Party 
in Philadelphia during this period ? 

Mr. THomas. Around 1954. 

Mr. Morris. The general area that you were in there. 

Mr. Tuomas. Well, at one time it was as high as 3,800 members of 
the party in Philadelphia, but I would say that in 1954, just before I 
testified, there was about 1,400—1,400 to 1,700—members of the party. 

Mr. Morris. You were competent to estimate that number; were 
you not ? 
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Mr. Tuomas. The reason I say that, give that figure, is that I 
attended some enlarged district committee meetings of the eastern 
Pennsylvania and Delaware area; at these meetings reports would be 
made as to membership, finances, recruiting, etc., and I formed the 
basis of my opinion on this, on those figures that were given at these 
enlarged district committee meetings. 

Mr. Morris. Could you give us a breakdown or estimate what par- 
ticular businesses or professions these people were in ? 

Mr. Tuomas. In the Philadelphia area ? 

Mr. Morris. In the Philadelphia area. 

Mr. Tuomas. I couldn’t do that. I can say this. That I was 
more acquainted with the different commissions that were set up and 
industries, such as electrical, steel, transportation, than I was with 
the city clubs in the city of Philadelphia. 

Mr. Morris. As a member of the Steel Commission did you also 
attend any meetings of the National Steel Commission ? 

Mr. Tuomas. Yes; I attended two meetings of the National Steel 
Commission in Cleveland, Ohio. 

Mr. Morris. The particular meetings—the Steel Commission met in 
Philadelphia. 

Mr. THomas. Eastern Pennsylvania and Delaware. 

Mr. Morris. The National ? 

Mr. Tuomas. The whole United States. 

Mr. Morris. You say you attended two of those? 

Mr. Tuomas. Yes; 1 did. ~ 

Mr. Morris. In what years? 

Mr. THomas. 1946. 

Mr. Morris. Both of them in that year? 

Mr. Tuomas. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Morris. Who were some of the representatives of the National 
Steel Commission ? 

Mr. Tuomas. From the local area, that is eastern Pennsylvania and 
Delaware, Charles Spencer, William Erney. 

Mr. Morris. How do you spell Erney ? 

Mr. Tuomas. E-r-n-e-y. There was a Jake Felsenstein, from Phil- 
adelphia at one of these meetings and at one time there was a Robert 
Morrell. 

Mr. Morrts. Mr. Chairman, Mr. Felsenstein, mentioned by the wit- 
ness, is somebody who has appeared before the subcommittee, I think, 
during the spring, and he had just been given an outstanding civic 
award by the city of Philadelphia. We asked him about the testimony 
Mr. Thomas had given us in executive session and he invoked his privi- 
lege under the fifth amendment at that time. That was the period, 
Senator, when the people who had been identified as Communists when 
asked about it were invoking the fifth amendment rather than the first 
amendment. 

Mr. Tuomas. Also at that meeting was a Jack Kling who was a 
Communist Party organizer from South Chicago. 

Mr. Morris. From South Chicago? 

Mr. Tuomas. That’s right. Arnold Johnson who was the district 
organizer of the Communist Party of the State of Ohio. That is 
about all I can remember at this time. 
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Mr. Morris. And the functions of that particular commission was 
simply an extension of the commission, of the work that you were 
doing in Philadelphia. 

Mr. Tuomas. Yes. 

Mr. Morris. I wonder if you could, generally, before we get to these 
individuals, Mr. Thomas, tell us the strength of the Communist Party 
in the surrounding areas of Philadelphia ¢ 

Mr. Tuomas. Well, the party took in eastern Pennsylvania and 
Delaware. The party had quite a stronghold in the Chester area where 
Bill Crawford was the section organizer. 

Mr. Morris. Expressly what industry did they work in there? 

Mr. Tuomas. Baldwin Locomotive Works. 

Mr. Morris. Anything in the shipyards there ? 

Mr. Tuomas. Yes; Sun Ship. Also in southeastern Pennsylvania, 
taking in Reading, Lancaster, and York, Robert Jaffe was the section 
organizer in that area assisted by a girl by the name of Peggy Bishop. 
That’s about the extent. 

Mr. Morris. Peggy Bishop in what area did you say? 

Mr. Tuomas. Around York. 

Mr. Morris. Around York. Was there anything in the Reading 
area ? 

Mr. Tuomas. Robert Jaffe was the section organizer. 

Mr. Morris. In Reading? 

Mr. Tuomas. In Reading. 

Mr. Morris. And was there an important group of Communists 
around that area? 

Mr. Tuomas. Yes, there were. 

Mr. Morris. How about Bucks County ? 

Mr. Tuomas. Bucks County was one of the largest strongholds of 
the party. They had quite a farmer’s group there, and then in the 
New Hope section at one time quite a few writers. 

Mr. Morris. Writers? 

Mr. Tuomas. Writers lived in that area. I recall Mother Bloor, 
who is dead now, telling me of the vast amounts of money the party 
was able to raise in that area years ago. 
ode eee. How about the Delaware section of the Communist 

arty ¢ 

Mr. Tuomas. The only fellow I knew that at one time had charge 
of the Delaware area was Dan Slinger who is a charter member of the 
Communist Party. 

Mr. Morris. Did you know a man named Irving Riskind? 

Mr. Tuomas. Yes, sir; very well. 

Mr. Morris. Who is Irving Riskind ? 

Mr. Tuomas. Irving Riskind came into our area, that is the Lehigh 
Valley section from Detroit. In Detroit he managed a Federal Hous- 
ing project for the Government, while he was a member of the Com- 
munist Party. He came into Bethlehem the latter part of 1947, and 
he held various positions in the party such as the organizational 
secretary. He instructed classes on Marxist works and was a member 
of the Communist Party until I testified May 6, 1954. He was quite 
active in raising money against the Mundt-Nixon bill. He was quite 
active in the Rosenberg case. If I might interrupt for a second or 
two; for a while—I think it was in September of 1948 that we received 
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a new section organizer—but for about a period of 4 months we didn’t 
have a section organizer, and he was the liaison between the district 
and the section. 

Mr. Morris. Do you know what he is doing now ? 

Mr. Tuomas. Yes, he is a fertilizer salesman. 

Mr. Morris. We have an address for him, 329 North 22d Street, in 
Allentown, Pa. 

Mr. Tuomas. That’s correct. 

Mr. Morris. Who was Billie Jane Lipsett, of 722 Hamilton Street, 
Easton, Pa. ? 

Mr. Tuomas. Billie Jane Lipsett was a member of the Easton Pro- 
fessional Club of the Communist Party, quite active in the political 
end of the party, that is the Progressive Party, the Political Action 

Yommittee; at one time, she was a member of the NAACP at Easton 
and was quite a great asset to the party in trying to get through some 
of the positions in the party in the NAACP. 

Mr. Morris. What was her business or profession ¢ 

Mr. Tuomas. The last job that I knew of her holding, she was a 
dental assistant. 

Mr. Morris. In Easton, Pa. ? 

Mr. Tuoomas. That’s correct. 

Mr. Morris. Do you know whether she attended any section or dis- 
trict conventions of the party ? 

Mr. Tuomas. That’s correct. She had attended a few section com- 
mittee meetings of the party, several of them being held at her home 
on Hamilton Street in Easton, and she attended 1 or 2 section com- 
mittee meetings that were held at April Farms, which was the home 
of Mother Bloor, and also a few conventions of the district in 
Philadelphia. 

Mr. Morris. How about William Hood ? 

Mr. Tuomas. William Hood came into our section as a section or- 
ganizer in September of 1948. 

Mr. Morris. As such he would be the leading official in the Lehigh 
Valley Section. 

Mr. Tuomas. He was sent here by the district. I recall at a section 
committee meeting where we approved Hood’s coming in as a section 
organizer. He remained in the section until cemnd Maneh or April 
of 1953 when he was removed as a section organizer because of the 
fact that, well, right after the Smith Act trial conviction in New 
York—I might say in September of 1951, the party in the Lehigh 
Valley went underground. We were instructed that there would 
no more use of the telephones and we would establish a courier system, 
and that there would be no enlarged meetings, that there would only 
be groups of 3 and 4; clubs would be broken down in that manner. 

Well, some of these leaders of the party became unavailable, and 
Hood’s wife was moved to Philadelphia and Hood was supposed to 
make himself scarce. Well, the party on several occasions found out 
that Bill was visiting Philadelphia, and at a meeting, I think it was 
in December of 1952 at the home of a Dr. David Brooks in Kintners- 
ville, Pa., at that meeting were Bill Hood and William Power who at 
that time to me was only known as Jack, and Dr. Albert Blumberg who 
was at one time the national legislative director of the Communist 
Party and a fellow by the name of Vic who later became known to me 
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as Joseph Roberts who was one of the defendants I testified against 
in the Smith Act trial. 

This eo meeting was called to discuss Hood’s work in the 
Lehigh Valley, and it was there that it was decided that Hood would 
be removed and not expelled from the party but removed to Philadel- 
phia. Then I think it was in January of 1953, at a meeting in Doyles- 
town, that Roberts announced that Jack, who was known as William 
Power, would be the new section organizer for the Lehigh Valley 
section. 

Mr. Morris. What is Power doing now; do you know ? 

Mr. Tuomas. Power is working in Philade ‘Iphia. 

Mr. Morris. Was Hood drawing any Government money at any 
time ¢ 

Mr. Tuomas. Yes; Hood was drawing some kind of a disability 
allotment from the Government and he turned this check over to the 
party. I was surprised at the large amounts of money that Hood used 
to contribute to the party, because I know Hood—lI used to have to 
pay Hood’s wages in the Lehigh Valley. He received $45 a week from 
the party local, plus his expense, and then he received a money order 
from the district. They subsidized him to the amount of $25 a week, 
but he would make quite large contributions. 

Then at one time he told me of this check that he was turning over 
to the party every month. 

Mr. Morris. In its entirety ? 

Mr. Tuomas. All he told me was he was turning his disability check 
over to the party. 

Mr. Morris. Do you know how much it was? 

Mr. Tuomas. No, I don’t. 

Mr. Morris. Senator, I think we could probably find out through 
Veterans’ Administration records the amount of money he was 
getting. 

Senator Hruska. The staff is directed to explore that source of 
information, and if it is available to put the information in the record 
at this point. 

(The following letter bearing on the above matter was later received 
from the Veterans’ Administration :) 


VETERANS’ ADMINISTRATION, 
OFFICE OF CHIEF BENEFITS DIRECTOR, 
DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS BENEFITS, 
Washington, D. C., August 27, 1957 
BENJAMIN MANDEL, 
Research Director, Internal Security Subcommittee, 
Senate Office Building, Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. MANDEL: This is in reply to your letter of July 26, 1957, and with 
reference to the telephone contact with a representative from this office relative 
to information you desire on William Hood. 

Mr. Hood is presently in receipt of compensation payments paid at the rate 
of $33 monthly. His current address is 3221—-A MeMichael Street, Philadelphia, 
Pa. 

Mr. Hood’s Veterans’ Administration claim number is C-—7,798,489, and his 
records are located at the regional office, 128 North Broad Street, Philadelphia, 
Pa. 

Delay in reply to your letter has been necessitated by time required to check 
numerous records for veterans having the same name. 

Very truly yours, 
Ratepu H. STone, 
Chief Benefits Director. 
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Mr. Morris. Who was George Merlo? 

Mr. Tuomas. The business agent of the International Fur & Leather 
Workers Union, CIO, in Easton, Pa. He was a member of the Fur 
Club of the Communist Party of Easton. 

Mr. Morris. That fur workers union has now gone into the AFL- 
CIO; has it not? 

Mr. Tuomas. Ithinkithas. I think itis part of the butcher workers 
union now. 

Mr. Morris. So that would be another case, Senator, of somebody in 
a Communist-controlled union now being absorbed by the AFL-CIO. 
This George Merlo, does he live at 400 Pershing Avenue at Philips- 
burg, Pa., to your knowledge ? 

Mr. Tuomas. To the best of my knowledge that is where he lives. 

Mr. Morris. Who was Russel Ames? 

Mr. Tuomas. Russel Ames was a professor originally from Brooklyn 
College, and then taught at the Jefferson School of Social Science 
which, to the best of my knowledge, is on the Attorney General’s sub- 
versive list as a Communist school. He taught there. He resided in 
Hampton, N. J. 

Mr. Morris. Hampton, N.J.? 

Mr. Tuomas. Yes, in a very palatial home, several of the secret 
meetings of the Communist Party—by secret I mean people who were 
Communists who were unavailable to the general membership held 
meetings at thishome. He was quite a large contributor to the party, 
in fact, I think it was in 1950 or 1951 when he gave a thousand dollars 
to the party to pull us out of the red, not the color of the party, I mean 
figuratively. 

Mr. Morris. Senator Hruska, there has been a subpena for Russel 
Ames issued and he has retained counsel and counsel has asked that 
his appearance be postponed but he will be heard later. 

Mr. Tuomas. Very well. 

Mr. Morris. Do you know a Robert Miller ? 

Mr. Tuomas. Yes, sir, I do. 

Mr. Morris. Does the Robert Miller you know live at 627 Mauch- 
chunk Street in Easton, Pa. ? 

Mr. Tuomas. That’s correct. 

Mr. Morris. Now the Miller that you knew was a member of the 
Communist Party ; was he not? 

Mr. Tuomas. Yes, sir, he was. 

Mr. Morris. Did he ever live in Doylestown ? 

Mr. Tuomas. No. 

Mr. Morris. Senator, the reason I make a point out of that is that 
in connection with the testimony of Mr. Walter last week, he testified 
to a meeting at which was present Robert Miller of Doylestown, Pa. 
There is a Robert Miller who lives in Doylestown. He says he is the 
only Robert Miller who lives in Doylestown, and he has protested the 
fact that his name appeared in the record. Senator, I would like the 
record to show that this Robert Miller that Mr. Thomas knew never 
lived in Doylestown. 

Mr. Tuomas. No; I happened to be at that meeting in Doylestown 
that Robert Miller attended. See, Robert Miller was a member of the 
section committee at that time, and at this meeting in Doylestown in 
January of 1953 is when the instructions were handed that Hood 
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would be removed and William Power would come in as section or- 
ganizer, and Robert Miller of Easton attended that meeting. 

Mr. Morris. He was a member of the section committee, the Lehigh 
Valley section ? 

Mr. Tuomas. That’s correct. 

Mr. Morris. So you knew him well? 

Mr. Tuomas. Very well. 

Mr. Morris. I wonder if you could generally tell us what he looked 
like. Is he short or tall? 

Mr. Tuomas. I would say he is about 5 feet 8 inches tall, maybe 
weighed about 165 pounds, very attractive looking fellow. He was 
a Negro fellow. 

Mr. Morris. He was a Negro? 

Mr. Tuomas. That’s correct. 

Mr. Morris. Senator, the other Miller that we mentioned is obvi- 
ously not the same person. 

How about Morris Klein ? 

Mr. Tuomas. I first met Morris Klein when I first joined the party 
in 1937 to 1939, and then again when I rejoined the party in 1944 I 
attended meetings at his home. In fact, in 1948 when I was living in 
Allentown, he was a member of the Allentown Industrial Club, the 
club that I was a member of, and he used to come into my place of busi- 
ness from time to time, and he would make very derogatory statements, 
especially against the flag of our country. 

Mr. Morris. I see. He moved to New Jersey; didn’t he? 

Mr. THomas. I understand he was in New Jersey temporarily. He 
is back in Allentown, Pa. 

Mr. Morris. How about Julius Lehman ? 

Mr. Tomas. Julius Lehman is an old-time member of the party in 
Bucks County. I attended several meetings at his home. He was re- 
sponsible for getting out the party leaflets in the Bucks County area. 

Mr. Morris. What was his business or profession ¢ 

Mr. Tuomas. Well, at one time he was a shoemaker. He worked in 
his father’s shoe-repair shop. To the best of my knowledge he is now 
employed by a news agency in Bethlehem, Pa. 

Mr. Morris. Was he a member of the Quakerstown Club of the 
Communist Party ? 

Mr. Tuomas. That’s correct. 

Mr. Morris. I think you told us in executive session he has a mimeo- 
graph machine in his home. 

Mr. Tuomas. A typewriter mimeograph machine. 

Mr. Morris. Who was Frank Kinces? 

Mr. Tuomas. Frank Kinces became the temporary section organ- 
izer of the Bucks County area. I might say that at the opening of the 
United States Steel plant in, I think it is Morrisville or Morristown, 
Pa., the party felt that the area that was covered by the Lehigh Val- 
ley section organizer was too great, and in order to concentrate on 
this new steel plant, Bucks County was taken away from the Lehigh 
Valley section, and Frank Kinces was made the temporary section 
organizer of the Bucks County area. This meeting that I referred 
to where Robert Miller [of Easton] was present was held at Frank 
Kinces’ home in Doylestown. 

Mr. Morris. How about Herman Solitrin ? 
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Mr. Tuomas. Herman Solitrin came into our area I think it was 
in the latter part of 1952. I’m not certain, but we had had a meeting 
prior to my meeting. 

With Herman Solitrin at this meeting was Joseph Kuzma, who 
was one of the defendants I testified against in the Smith Act trial 
in Philadelphia, Joseph Roberts, another defendant in the Smith Act 
trial, Harry Walter, who was a member of the Steel Club, William 
Hood, the section organizer of the Communist Party in the Lehigh 
Valley section, and myself, and it was there that Kuzma and Roberts 
discussed the possibility of colonizing a few members from Philadel- 
phia into steel. I later found out that Herman Solitrin was one of 
those members sent up from Philadelphia to be colonized in steel. 

After the arrests of the nine leaders of the Communist Party of 
eastern Pennsylvania and Delaware, I think it was in July of 1953, 
the section organizer of the party, who was William Power at that 
time, made himself kind of unavailable, and Herman Solitrin and 
myself took over some of his duties of contacting different members 
and of holding meetings with the leaders of the party. I recall one 
of those meetings being held on the third floor of the home of Irving 
Riskind where Herman Solitrin, myself, Irv Riskind and the woman 
who was taking care of the finances for the defense of the nine leaders 
in Philadelphia, Maud Nichol, was present. 

Mr. Morris. Mr. Herman Solitrin was mentioned by Mr. Walter, 
Harry G. Walter, when he testified last week as the person who was 
prot at a meeting of the Communist wherein a map of the Beth- 
ehem Steel plant was presented to the whole assembled meeting, 
and they were asking Mr. Walter what would be the most strategic 
point in the Bethlehem Steel plant to be knocked out, what was the 
most sensitive spot if they wanted to destroy the plant, and he, of 
course, replied that it would be the powerplant. Now we have sub- 
penaed Mr. Solitrin, Senator, and he is present here. I wonder if the 
witness would turn around and look at the gentleman in the front row 
behind you. 

Mr. Tuomas. I saw him when I came in. 

Mr. Morris. Is that the same Herman Solitrin ? 

Mr. Tuomas. Yes, it is. 

Mr. Morris. And he was a member of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Tuomas. That’s correct. 

Ra Morris. And you met him as such and attended meetings with 
nim ? 

Mr. Tuomas. That’s right. 

Mr. Morris. How about Ann Wunthal? 

Mr. Tuomas. She was a member of the Bethlehem City Club. She 
resided outside of Bath, Pa. 

Mr. Morris. Did she live in Danielsville, Pa ? 

Mr. Tuomas. I think that is the name of that area. 

Mr. Morris. Her daughter was also active in the party. 

Mr. Tuomas. In Cleveland, Ohio. 

Mr. Morris. What is the daughter’s name ? 

Mr. Tuomas. I don’t know. The only thing I know is that several 
of the steel club meetings were held at her home. 

Mr. Morris. Who is Harriet Karol ? 
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Mr. Tuomas. Harriet Karol was a member of the Allentown City 
Club. She handled the finances in that club. 

Mr. Morris. Was that the Allentown City Club a Communist Club? 

Mr. Tuomas. Communist Club. 

Mr. Morris. All members of that are Communists ? 

Mr. Tuomas. That’s correct. 

Mr. Morris. Who was Dave Karol ? 

Mr. Tuomas. Dave Karol was her husband. He was chairman 
of theclub, I might say he was quite a large contributor to the party. 
I don’t know if you are aware of the fact that the dues of the party 
are based on the amount of money you earn. I know Dave Karol 
was paying $10 a month dues plus $20 a month sustainer. 

Mr. Morris. What percentage of his salary was that ? 

Mr. Tuomas. Well, if you earned over $100 a week you paid $10 
a month, 

Mr. Morris. Who is Mark Pavlich? 

Mr, Tuomas. He is an old time Communist Party member in Beth- 
lehem. 

Mr. Morris. What is his business ? 

Mr. Tuomas. He is sort of a contractor. He does subcontracting, 
quite instrumental in distributing the Sunday Worker up until May 
6, 1954, which is the official newspaper of the Communist Party. 

Mr. Morris. How about And Omhold Q 

Mr. Tuomas. Andy Omhold was one of the husbands of the late 
Ella Reeve Bloor. He still resides at April Farms. It is near Spin- 
nerstown, Pa. 

Mr. Morris. I have one other name. Who was M. Michael Freed- 
land, 230 South 16th Street, Allentown ? 

Mr. Tuomas. Mike Freedland no longer resides in Allentown, Pa. 
He was part owner of the Radio-Television and Technical School in 
Allentown, Pa. Quite a few meetings of the top level leaders of the 
party were held at his home. At one time he was the pick up man of 
the literature, Communist Party literature, there was a time when the 
Communists weren’t sending any literature through the mails. In 
order to get up our publications, why, Mike Freedland, who had fre- 

uent business in Philadelphia, would pick up this literature at a drop 
in Philadelphia and bring it back to his home where I would pick it 
up to disseminate among the different party clubs in the Lehigh 
Valley area. 

Mr, Morris. Senator, the information that we had lacking before, 
the Bethleiiem Steel strike referred to, the one that was prolonged by 
the Communists—— 

Mr. Tuomas. That’s right. 

Mr. Morris, Lasted from June 3, 1952, until July 24, 1952, does that 
square with your recollection ¢ 

Mr. Tuomas. That’s right, 

Mr. Morris. Senator, that’s all I have of this witness. The pur- 

ose of the testimony is to give the subcommittee and therefore, the 
Senate a general sketch of the strength of the Communist Party organ- 
ization as this particular witness knew it in the general Philadelphia 
area, From time to time the subcommittee does look at particular 
sectors of the Communist Party, and in that way can get a general 
estimate of what the Communist Party strength is throughout the 
country. 
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It is limited in the sense that this particular witness, Senator, does 
not know the whole workings of the Communist Party in the area 
because he was a specialist in steel, but his activities did flow over and 
he was a specialist in steel, but his activities did flow over and he did 
know something about the other things that he has been able to tell 
us about. 

Senator Hruska. Is there anything further ? 

Mr. Morris. No, Senator, unless you have any questions. 

Senator Hruska. Very well, the witness will be excused. Thank 
you very much for coming in. 

Mr. Tuomas. Thank you. 

Mr. Morris. Senator, we have several other things that have come 
up since the last meeting. For instance, there is a man named 
Walter Poleshuck who was identified by the witness on Tuesday as 
a member of the Singer Sewing Machine section of the Communist 
Party. Now in yesterday’s papers in Newark, N. J., this man issued 
all kinds of statements critical of the witness, William Wallace. He 
has challenged the veracity of the witness, and I think in fairness 
not only to the witness but to our record that a subpena should be 
issued to Mr. Walter Poleshuck to come and testify under oath as to 
the things he is saying. I think it is also true, Senator, that we 
should issue subpenas for several of the other people who have been 
involved in the testimony of Mr, Wallace in the general areas of Essex 
and Union Counties, N. J. 

Senator Hruska. I think that would be well. The staff will act 
accordingly. It would be fair not only to the witness who has already 
testified but the men about whom he has testified. After all, he should 
be given an opportunity in this same forum to issue his denials or ex- 
planations if he has any. 

Mr. Morris. One other point, Senator, before calling the next 
witness. Mr. Wallace testified yesterday or Tuesday rather that in con- 
nection with Local 477 of the International United Electrical Work- 
ers, which is an AFL-CIO union that the president of the particular 
local was to his knowledge a Communist, that the financial secretary- 
treasurer was a Communist, that the business manager was a Commu- 
nist, that the business agent was a Communist. Now with officials 
that numerous and in those influential positions in the union, the sug- 
gestion that possibly the local union, which is now an AFL-CIO 
local, the local comprising 1,100 members might well be under the 
control of the Communist Party, and therefore of direct use to the 
subcommittee in its search as to whether or not Communists have 
in fact infiltrated the main stream of American labor. Senator, if 
you think it is appropriate and following up this work of the sub- 
committee, we could subpena and ask these particular five witnesses 
who are officials of local 477 whether or not the testimony of Mr. Wal- 
lace is accurate. 

Senator Hruska. Does your information extend to the fact then 
as to whether or not they are still officers of that particular local? 

Mr. Morris. We used a letterhead, Senator, that is fairly current. 
I don’t know the exact date of it but the letterhead of that particular 
local was one that appeared to be a current letterhead. 

Senator HrusKa. The staff is instructed to proceed along that line 
then and issue the subpenas and get them in here and bring them before 
the committee. 
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Mr. Morris. Very well, Senator. The next witness is Herman 
Solitrin, Senator, who has been identified now by two witnesses before 
the subcommittee as somebody who is a full-fledged member of the 
Communist Party. Consistent with the subcommittee’s practices, 
Senator, we try to give anyone who is mentioned in this testimony an 
opportunity to deny the testimony. 

Lately because of the restrictions imposed upon the subcommittee, 
by the Supreme Court, the tendency has been for us more and more 
to put on our affirmative witnesses. I think, Senator, if we put them 
on and give these people an opportunity to testify, we will be able to 
get a good estimate of what the Communist Party’s strength is. 

Senator Hruska. I think that is very fine. We are, of course, 
engaged in canvassing particularly the movement of the Communist 
Party into the main stream of organized labor. 

Mr. Morris. That’s right, sir. 

Senator Hruska. And where testimony indicates as in the case of 
this next witness that they are familiar with some of the aspects and 
activities along this line, the committee is very interested in that. 
After all, it does bear upon the pending and the proposed legislation 
dealing with subversives and Communist Party members in industry 
and especially in defense industry. To that extent it has a very clear 
legislative purpose and we will try to limit our questions to those ques- 
tions which would bear on the legislation which we are considering. 

Mr. Solitrin, will you step forward? You have already been sworn. 
The record will show that Mr. Solitrin has already been sworn. 

Mr. Morris. Take the witness chair there, Mr. Solitrin. Then your 
voice will carry directly to the chair. 

Mr. McCaze. Mr. Chairman. 

Senator Hruska. Indicate for the record your name and your 
address and your capacity. 

Mr. McCasez. Louis F. McCabe, attorney, 1218 Chestnut Street, 
Philadelphia 7, Pa. I may say first, sir, that I am appearing here as 
substitute or emergency counsel for Mr. Solitrin. His attorney, 
Walter C. Longstreth, who was prepared to represent him at the pre- 
vious occasions at meetings in Philadelphia to which Mr. Solitrin had 
been subpenaed I believe wrote to the committee under date of July 
15 of this year stating that some time previously his vacation had been 
arranged, reservations had been made beginning with the 20th of July 
extending for a month and requesting that Mr. Solitrin not be sub- 
penaed during that time. 

Mr. Morris. May I break in, Mr. McCabe ? 

Mr. McCanz. I was going to follow that up. I have been advised 
by Judge Morris that when it was decided to request Mr. Solitrin to 
come to Washington to testify, I believe that he was asked to come 
on the 18th. 

Mr. Longstreth expressed a willingness to come at whatever incon- 
venience to himself, but Mr. Solitrin, at that time being the father of 
a new-born baby that wasn’t doing so well, found it impossible to come, 
and under those circumstances I agreed to come here and do what little 
I could in this matter. 

I should like at this time, sir, in behalf of Mr. Solitrin to object at 
the outset of this hearing on the ground that the subcommittee has no 
right to conduct such hearing under the authority of Senate Resolu- 
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tion 366 and the supplements thereto purporting to authorize the in- 
vestigation. 

I base this objection primarily upon the vagueness of the resolution 
as analyzed in the decision of the United States Supreme Court in 
Watkins v. the United States and in the memorandum opinion of 
Judge Youngdahl in the case of Seymour Peck in the United States 
District Court for the District of Columbia so that any questions put 
to Mr. Solitrin at this hearing constitute an invasion of his rights of 
privacy, thoughts, associations, and the freedom of speech guaranteed 
to him by the first amendment to the Constitution of the United 
States. 

Senator Hruska. Do we understand, does the chairman understand 
by that that asserting the privilege is under the first amendment and 
not under the fifth amendment ? 

Mr. McC ase. No, sir, that is not the purport of this. The first ob- 
jection is under the first amendment. I have advised my client that, 
since the law as enunciated in Watkins and Peck has not yet crys- 
tallized to the extent that all of its impacts are clear, if the chairman 
overrules the objection to the right of the committee to conduct this 
meeting, then he will be guided by counsel I trust with respect to the 
assertion of other rights under the Constitution of the United States. 

Senator Hruska. That is in prospect. After all you can’t operate 
in prospect here. We are in the present. You either assert that privi- 
lege or you don’t. Now I should think you have to make a stand some- 
time. You will certainly be required here, because the record will 
show, whether or not you are going to assert both or one or neither. 

Mr. McCasz. I would say that from what I have heard here today 
there is no doubt but that the defendant—excuse me, the witness—will 
be advised by counsel that it is advisable for him to assert the privi- 
leges guaranteed to him by the fifth amendment of the United States 
Constitution as well as those guaranteed by the first amendment. 

Senator Hruska. Very well, we will proceed with the questioning 
and you may assert your objections to each specific question as it 
arises. 

Mr. McCase. May I be advised, sir, as to whether the first objection 
having been overruled by the chairman, whether in the interests of 
Congress, saving time of the committee as well as of the others, that 
objection, inasmuch as it is addressed to every question put by the 
committee, whether that objection may be taken as made to every 
question ¢ 

Senator Hruska. The record will show that insofar as the objection 
upon the basis of lack of jurisdiction of the committee is concerned, 
it will be taken to have been asserted against each of the questions 
asked. It will also show that in each instance that objection is over- 
ruled by the chairman, and we will proceed from there. However, as 
to these other objections, they will have to be made as we go along. 

Mr. Sourrrin. I understand, sir. 

Mr. Morris. Mr. Solitrin, in connection with this first question, the 
subcommittee is trying to determine the identity of a certain group of 
Communists who, according to the sworn testimony of two witnesses, 
operated in labor, in the labor section of the Communist Party in and 
around Allentown and Easton, Pa. The subcommittee wants to know 
that because they are trying to determine how many Communists have 
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now gone into the main stream of American labor. The subcommittee 
has learned that the Communist Control Act of 1954 is not adequate 
to cope with the current Communist danger that threatens the United 
States and two witnesses, specifically, Mr. Harry G. Walter, and the 
witness this morning whose testimony you have heard, have said that 
you were a member of the Communist Party in that particular 
section. 

One of them specifically said that you were at a meeting in Mike 
Freedland’s home where a map was drawn of the Bethlehem Steel 
plant nee out the various departments of the plant. 

We would like to know if, in fact, you have been a member of the 
Communist Party in that area. Not only would the subcommittee like 
the information but in all fairness to you, since your name has been 
mentioned in the goer testimony as a member of the Communist 
Party, we would like to give you an opportunity to say the evidence 
is not so, if that is the fact. 

Now, were you a member of the Communist Party in the eastern 
district of the Communist Party, the eastern Pennsylvania district of 
the Communist Party in the time specified by the two witnesses? 


TESTIMONY OF HERMAN A. SOLITRIN, ACCOMPANIED BY LOUIS 
F. McCABE, ATTORNEY 


Mr. Sorrrrin. Judge Morris, I decline to answer that question under 
the provisions of the fifth amendment protecting me from being com- 
pelled to be a witness against myself. 

Mr. Morris. That is the fifth amendment? 

Mr. Sourrrrn. Yes, the fifth amendment. 

Senator Hruska. The Chair recognizes the validity of that objec- 
tion and that refusal. 

Mr. Morris. Did you, Mr. Solitrin, make a contribution to a man 
named Harry G. Walter of $25 asking him to make himself scarce, to 
use the words of the testimony, in 1954 when the Senate investigation 
committee was conducting an investigation into communism in the 
steel plant ? 

Mr. Sourrrin. Do you mind if I consult with my attorney ? 

Mr. Morris. You may. 

( Witness consulted with his counsel.) 

Mr. Souirrin. Judge Morris, I decline to answer that question under 
the provisions of the fifth amendment protecting me from being 
compelled to be a witness against myself. 

Senator Hruska. The Chair recognizes the validity of that ground 
for refusing to answer. 

Mr. Morris. To your knowledge has a subpena been issued ? 

Mr. Sourrrin. Sir? 

Mr. Morris. To your knowledge, has a subpena been issued requir- 
ing yous presence before the Senate committee on that occasion? Was 
a subpena issued asking you to be present to testify ¢ 

Mr. Sorrrrtn. On this occasion or what occasion ? 

Mr. Morris. No, no, 1954. I am sorry. Excuse me. According 
to the testimony you gave Walter $25 so that he would avoid service 
of the subpena. To your knowledge was the subpena issued for 
Walter? 
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(The witness consulted with his counsel.) 

Mr. Sorrrrin. I decline to answer that question under the provisions 
of the fifth amendment protecting me from being compelled to be a 
witness against myself. 

Senator Hruska. Objection recognized. 

Mr. Morris. Were you a member of district 3 of the Communist 
Party in Bethlehem ? 

Mr. Sorrrrtn. Do you mind if I consult with counsel ? 

(Witness consulted with his counsel.) 

Mr. Souirrin. Judge Morris, I decline to answer that question under 
the provisions of the fifth amendment protecting me from being com- 
pelled to be a witness against myself. 

Senator Hruska. Ground for refusal recognized. 

Mr. Morris. According to the testimony of Mr. Walter, Mr. Joseph 
Kusma was present at the meeting in Mike Freedman’s home. Was 
Joseph Kusma present at that meeting ? 

Mr. Sorrretn. Do you mind if I consult with my attorney ? 

Mr. Morris. You may. 

(Witness consulted with his counsel.) 

Mr. Sourrrin. Judge Morris, I decline to answer that question under 
the provisions of the fifth amendment protecting me from being com- 
pelled to be a witness against myself. 

Senator Hruska. The ground is recognized. 

Mr. Morris. Was William Power at that meeting ? 

Mr. Sorrrrin. Judge Morris, I decline to answer that question under 
the provisions of the fifth amendment protecting me from being com- 
pelled to be a witness against myself. 

Senator Hruska. The ground is recognized. May I suggest that 
it is all right for the witness to simply say the same objection until 
it is changed and that will save time. 

Mr. Soxrrrr. In other words, I do not have to read this statement. 
I just say what? 

Senator Hruska. The objection is the same and it will be all right. 

Mr. Morris. Senator, I think that we have now asked the witness 
the substance of the testimony, of the evidence concerning him. It is 
apparent from his answer that he is not going to supply us the evidence 
that he is capable of giving, and, therefore, I suggest, Senator, except 
for asking him whether or not he is still active in the Communist 
Party, I suggest that he be excused from further testimony. 

Senator Hruska. You ask your additional questions and we will 
proceed. 

Mr. Morris. Are you now a Communist? 

(The witness consulted with his counsel.) 

Mr. Sorrrrrn. No, I am not. 

Mr. Morris. Were you a Communist 3 days ago? 

Mr. Sorrrrtn. Judge Morris—I don’t have to read this any more? 

Senator Hruska. Just say, “the same objection.” 

Mr. Souirrr. The same objection. 

Mr. Morris. Were you a Communist yesterday ? 

Mr. Sourrrtn. The same objection. 

Senator Hruska. The same observation by the chairman in each 
instance, Mr. Reporter. 





SCOPE OF SOVIET ACTIVITY IN THE UNITED STATES 4485 


Mr. Morris. Did you resign from the Communist Party, submit a 
resignation to the Communist Party in order to be able to say here in 
your testimony today that you are not a member of the Communist 

arty? 

Mr. Sourrrin. Will you repeat that statement ? 

Mr. Morris. Did you effect tactical resignation from the Communist 
Party so that you might be able to, for the purpose of your appearance 
before the subcommittee, say that you are not now a member of the 
Communist Party as you testify here ? 

Mr. Souirrin. No. 

Mr. Morris. When did you resign from the Communist Party? 

Mr. Sourrrrn. The same objection, or whatever it is. ; 

Mr. Morris. Were you a member of the Communist Party last night 
at 8 o’clock ? 

Mr. Sorirrin. Same objection. 

Mr. Morris. Were you a member of the Communist Party at 10 


o’clock this morning, at 5 of 10, when you went into Senator Hruska’s 
office ? 


Mr. Sourrrtn. Same objection. 

Mr. Morris. Were you a member of the Communist Party while 
Mr. Thomas was testifying ? 

Mr. McCasez. Will you just indulge us a moment ? 

(The witness consulted with his counsel.) 

Mr. Sorrrrin. Do you want to repeat that last question? 

Mr. McCass. In view of the tenor of the questions propounded by 
Judge Morris by the last 3 questions, I think that the witness, if he 
could go back to about 3 questions ago when we got down to the race 
between the tortoise and the hare, whether we would like to revise 
the answer, that is, I think when you started 

Mr. Morris. Three days ago, you mean being a Communist 3 days 
ago? How about that. Were you a Communist 3 days ago? 

Mr. Soxrrrtn. No. 

Mr. Morris. Were you a Communist when the subpena was served 
on you? 

Mr. McCasz. No. 

Mr. Sourrrin. No. 

Mr. Morris Were you a Communist the day before the subpena was 
served on you? 

Mr. Sorrrrin. No. 

Mr. Morris. Were you a Communist when Mr. Walter testified ? 

Mr. McCase. May that last question be clarified as to when Mr. 
Walter testified? Is that his testimony given a week or so ago? 

Mr. Morris. Mr. Walter testified 2 weeks ago. Were you a Com- 
munist when he was testifying at that time? 

Mr. Soxrrrtn. No. 

Mr. Morris. Have you ever been a member of the Communist 
Party? 

Mr. Sorrrrrn. Same objection or something like that, whatever that 
statement is. I decline to answer that question under the provisions 
of the fifth amendment, protecting me from being compelled to be a 
witness against myself. 

Mr. Morris. Were you a member of the Communist Party on June 
1, 1957? 
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Mr. Soutrrin. I decline to answer that question under the provisions 
of the fifth amendment protecting me from being compelled to be a 
witness against myself. 

Senator Hrusxa. Ground for refusal is recognized in both in- 
stances. 

Mr. Morris. Were you a member of the Communist Party on July 1, 
1957 ? 

Mr. Sourrrtn. Judge Morris, I decline to answer that question under 
the provisions of the fifth amendment protecting me from being com- 
pelled to be a witness against myself. 

Senator Hruska. The ground is recognized as a valid reason for 
refusing to answer. 

Mr. Morris. Were you a member of the Communist Party on the 
4th of July 1957? 

Mr. Sourrrin. Judge Morris, the same objection. 

Mr. Morris. How about July 15,1957? That was a date after the 
testimony of Mr. Walter. July 15 was the date after the testimony of 
Mr. Walter. 

Mr. McCasz. I think he has already answered the question. 

Mr. Sotrrrtn. The date you just gave? 

Mr. Morris. July 4, 1957, you claimed your privilege under 
the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Sourrrin. Right, sir. 

Mr. Morris. July 15 is the date subsequent to the 4th of July; I 
mean a date subsequent to the time that Mr. Walter testified. Were 
you a Communist on July 15? 

Mr. Sourrri. I was not at the time of —— 

Mr. Morris. You were not? 

Mr. Sourrrr. No, sir. 

Mr. Morris. Could you tell us what happened between July 4, 
1957, and July 15, 1957, to cause you to give a different answer to the 
question; were you a member of the Communist Party on July 15? 
Will you tell the committee what happened to cause you to give the 
subcommittee a different answer to those two questions ? 

Mr. Sourrrtn. You have got me confused. Wheream I? 

(The witness consulted his counsel. ) 

Mr. Sorrrrin. The reasons for the difference in the answer is to the 
effect that had we continued in the previous manner I might have pos- 
sibly committed myself to a position I do not wish to accept. 

Mr. Morris. In connection with your privilege under the fifth 
amendment ? 

Mr. Sourrrin. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Morrts. In other words, if you gave us a full answer as to the 
reason for the different answers, that you would be possibly putting 
into evidence something that could lead to your conviction at some fu- 
turetime? I have no more questions, Senator, 

Senator Hruska. Do you want to waive an answer to that last 
question ? 

Mr. McCane. He did not give any answer. I was advising him. If 
he were required to answer that and give a full exposition of his 
thoughts 

Mr. Morris. It is the fifth amendment. 

Mr. McCasne. It is the fifth amendment; yes. 
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Senator Hruska. Any further questions? 

Mr. Morris. No, Senator, I have no further questions. 

Senator, the executive session shows the full name and addresss of 
this witness. I think the open session should do the same thing, Sen- 
ator, obviously. 

What is your full name, Mr. Solitrin ? 

Mr. Sorrrrin. Herman A. Solitrin. 

Mr. Morris. Where do you reside. 

Mr. Sorrrrmn. 5823 North 15th Street, Philadelphia. 

Mr. Morris. And what is your business or profession 

Mr. Sorrrrin. Iam a retail clerk. 

Mr. Morris. Where do you work? 

Mr. Soxrrrin. Because I have already stated that I am a retail clerk 
and since you are investigating industry, particularly, perhaps the 
name of my employer would cause a lot of embarrassment to this per- 
son. Is it a sensitive question in regard to this point? You probably 
already have my employer’s name. 

Senator Hruska. For the time being let us waive that question. 
What is the nature of your duties? 

Mr. Sorrrrtn. Handling food; food handling relatively. 

Senator Hruska. ig mt have you been employed in your pres- 
ent place of employment? 

r. Sotirrrn. Two and a half years. 

Senator Hruska. What did you do by way of business or pro- 
fession prior to that time ¢ 

Mr. Sourrrtn. Worked in construction before that. 

Senator Hruska. I did not hear you. 

Mr. Sorrrrm. Construction, you know, laying pavements and 
cement work before that job. 

Senator Hruska. Any further questions? 

Mr. Morris. No, Senator. 

Senator Hruska. If not, the witness is excused. 

Anything further, Judge Morris? 

Mr. Morris. I think not, Senator. The next scheduled testimony 
we have is next Tuesday when we have Louis Goldblatt, secretary- 
treasurer of the ILWU, and one other witness who will testify about 
efforts of Harry Bridges on the New York waterfront. 

Senator Hruska. The meeting is adjourned. 

(Whereupon, at 11: 20 a. m., the hearing was adjourned.) 
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